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This months' issue looks at unemployment in the US - who
is being affected, projections for the next several years, and
the impact of workforce development programs.

If you haven't explored a Poverty Simulation, take a look at
what's happening in Missouri!

Once again, a community action agency steps in and up to
meet an emergency need.  Community Action Agency of
Columbiana County, Inc. assists the individuals and families
in Ohio whose health is an imminent concern due to recent
train derailment and spill of toxic chemicals, among other
needs.

Several Community Action Agencies have been awarded
funding that will assist the homeless in securing housing or  
to expand their services to improve their living conditions.

Lastly, thank you to all the CAAs who have subscribed to
VirtualCAP.org.  I have continued to add resources and the
see the job boards have had updates.  Please continue to let
me know if you need assistance in uploading any materials
or jobs, or improvements for consideration.  

For those of you who haven't had a chance to check it out,
I've included the link below to the new VirtualCAP.org
website and the live interview that I did with Deb Polun,
Executive Director of CAFCA.  I hope you'll continue to
utilize the RoundUp as a resource, as well as the other new
resources available to you on the website.

Be well,

Susanne Kenney

Community Action Agency
Collaborations & Initiatives
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Focus Topic:  Unemployment 

How low unemployment rate, inflation have changed the US workforce and economy

The Department of Labor recently announced that the unemployment rate is at 3% — the lowest it’s
been in over five decades. This comes as inflation has cooled to 6%, down from a high of 9% last
summer.

But what do these numbers mean for workers and our broader economy?  It’s hard to understate the
importance of work in American life. When people aren’t sufficiently employed, they often lack life
necessities such as money, food, transit, healthcare and housing. Many other aspects of American life
are connected to work.

Retired MSU economic professor Charles Ballard explains how the U.S. achieved such a low
unemployment rate and how it connects to inflation. Read more.

Unemployment Is Low, But So Is The
Labor Force Participation Rate — What’s
Going On In The U.S. Labor Market?

Unemployment has consistently fallen since
December 2021
One factor behind declining unemployment could
be a slow recovery in the labor force participation
rate since the onset of COVID
Labor force participation has been on a downward
trend for decades due to an aging population and
other factors

Key takeaways

Read more.

Workforce Development Solutions

The Critical Role of Workforce Training in the Labor Market Recovery

How To Use Workforce Development to Close the Skills Gap

Unemployment Rate, 16 years & older

Monthly Labor Review:  Projections Overview & Highlights 2021 - 31

Source:  U.S. Department of Labor

Unemployment Solutions and What's Most Cost-Effective

Unemployment Rates by Race

Source: Statista 

https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/blog/2023/02/news-unemployment-its-lowest-level-54-years#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%20U.S.%20Department%20of,in%20the%20last%20two%20years.
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/14/consumer-price-index-january-2023-.html
https://www.commerce.gov/images/department-labor-graphic-517000-jobs-added-34-unemployment-rate
https://www.forbes.com/sites/qai/2023/01/25/unemployment-is-low-but-so-is-the-labor-force-participation-rate---whats-going-on-in-the-us-labor-market/?sh=675d519b244e
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/employers/workforce-development-solutions
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/02/04/the-critical-role-of-workforce-training-in-the-labor-market-recovery/
https://www.betterup.com/blog/how-to-use-workforce-development-to-close-the-skills-gap#:~:text=Workforce%20development%20leads%20to%20prosperous,the%20economy%20as%20a%20whole.
https://data.bls.gov/pdq/SurveyOutputServlet
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2022/article/projections-overview-and-highlights-2021-31.htm
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/unemployment-solutions-3306211
https://www.statista.com/statistics/237917/us-unemployment-rate-by-race-and-ethnicity/#:~:text=In%202022%2C%206.1%20percent%20of,rate%20stood%20at%203.6%20percent.
https://www.statista.com/statistics/237917/us-unemployment-rate-by-race-and-ethnicity/#:~:text=In%202022%2C%206.1%20percent%20of,rate%20stood%20at%203.6%20percent.


Community Action Agency Collaborations & Initiatives

Hackensack, NJ - The Greater Bergen Community Action, Inc. (GBCA) is one of 23 organizations
being awarded Healthy Homes Production (HHP) Grant Program funding.  GBCA will expand on its
current Lead-Safe and Weatherization Assistance Program to complete health and safety
interventions for 140 units.  

Greater Bergen Community Action, Inc. receives $1,859,577 HUD Award 

HUD's Healthy Homes Production Grant Program
aims to identify and mitigate health and safety
hazards in the homes of families of low-income. 
 These investments will protect families and children
by eliminating significant home health and safety
hazards in over 2,600 homes of low-income families.
In addition, the investments will provide resources to
build capacity for healthy homes interventions to
support a workforce including housing renovation
contractors, subsidies for licensing or certification fees
to low-income persons seeking credentials as healthy
housing practitioners, lead sampling technicians or 

certified renovators; and conducting targeted outreach, affirmative marketing, and education that
helps promote participation in the program. Read more.

Photo courtesy of GBCA

Houseless Collaboration Partners Awarded Nearly $2 Million

Bergen, WA - Mid Columbia Community Action Council (MCCAC) and Washington Gorge
Action Programs (WAGAP) have been awarded nearly $2 million in federal grants by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). MCCAC will receive $969,600, and
WAGAP will receive $809,603, to support the effort to address homelessness.  Both organizations
are members of Mid-Columbia Houseless Collaborative.

MCCAC and WAGAP work to stabilize houseless community members long-term by linking clients
with behavioral and physical health services, culturally specific and responsive resources, and
programs to help them ultimately achieve housing stabilization and self-sufficiency directly or
through partners. 

“Homelessness is a crisis, and it is solvable. Housing with supportive services solves
homelessness. That’s why, for the first time the federal government is deploying targeted
resources to meet the needs of people experiencing homelessness in unsheltered settings or in
rural areas,” said HUD Secretary Marcia L. Fudge. The grants, which will be distributed over the
next three years, will align with goals outlined in the Houseless Collaborative’s five-year strategic
plan.  Read more. 

Home Repair Programs Service Critical Needs
Creating Safe and Healthy Living Environments for Low-Income Families

Wrap-around Delivery and Other Team-based Models
Homelessness and Mental Illness: A Challenge to Our Society

https://www.greaterbergen.org/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_23_037
https://www.mccac.com/
https://www.wagap.org/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/special_nofo_award_announcement
https://columbiacommunityconnection.com/the-dalles/houseless-collaborative-partners-awarded-nearly-2m
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/blog/home-repair-programs-serve-critical-needs-low-income-and-vulnerable-homeowners
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/creating-safe-and-healthy-living-environments-for-low-income-families/
https://www.homelesshub.ca/solutions/systems-approach-homelessness/wrap-around-delivery-and-other-team-based-models
https://www.bbrfoundation.org/blog/homelessness-and-mental-illness-challenge-our-society


 

Columbia, MO - Central Missouri Community Action (CMCA) and 
Westminster College teamed up to host a poverty simulation Wednesday 
evening at the Mueller Center on Westminster's campus.

At the event, students spent a simulated month living in poverty and having to balance their needs.
Participants were put in groups of three or four, and given a packet that described their family and
living situation.  The simulation was based upon CMCA clients and their daily lives.

Participants in the simulation had to undergo activities that fit with the person they were assigned.
This includes adults going to work and children going to school.  Around 50 students participated.

Stations were set up around the room and run by volunteers. The stations were based on a variety
of necessary services, including a general employer, school and homeless shelter.

The goal - spread poverty awareness, increase understanding and inspire change in the local
community.  Read more.

Community Action News

Central Missouri Community Action and Westminster College Team UP to Host
a Poverty Simulation For College Students

Lisbon, OH - In the aftermath of the Norfolk-Southern train derailment, it is important that East
Palestine residents affected know that the Community Action Agency of Columbiana County, Inc
CAACC's Health, Behavioral Health and Dental Centers are there to help in anyway that they can.

That’s the message CAACC CEO, Thomas Andrews wants to get out to anyone in need of health
care, even those without insurance.  “In regards to this terrible incident, we have heard there are
some people who live in East Palestine who don't have insurance and are concerned about their
health, " Andrews said.  "This is not an issue at our health, behavioral health and dental centers."

Community Action Agency of Columbiana County’s Health, Behavioral Health
and Dental Centers Helping Residents Affected by Train Derailment

Importance of Community Partnerships for Crisis Intervention Teams

Health Concerns After Train Derailment
Ohio Train Derailment: This Is How Much It Costs a Family to Evacuate

CAACC’s Health, Behavioral Health and Dental Centers are
Federally Qualified Health Centers and are able to see anyone
regardless of the ability to pay. “Providing safe, high quality,
comprehensive and affordable health care to the people of our
service area is always the goal of the Community Action Agency
of Columbiana County’s Health, Behavioral Health and Dental
Centers”.  Read more.

Community Action Poverty Simulation - FAQ

Poverty Simulation Importance - Missouri Community Action Model 

https://cmca.us/
https://www.fultonsun.com/news/2023/feb/17/poverty-simulation-hosted-at-westminster-college/
https://caaofcc.org/
https://www.julota.com/news/importance-of-community-partnerships-for-crisis-intervention-teams/
https://www.advisory.com/daily-briefing/2023/02/20/train-derailment
https://www.fool.com/the-ascent/personal-finance/articles/ohio-train-derailment-this-is-how-much-it-costs-a-family-to-evacuate/
https://www.salemnews.net/train-derails-in-east-palestine/2023/02/community-action-agency-offers-variety-of-services-to-ep-residents/
https://justharvest.org/get-involved/community-education/poverty-simulation-faq/
https://jcesom.marshall.edu/media/57635/poverty-simulation-info.pdf


Ladysmith, WI — Indianhead Community Action Agency, Inc. (ICAA) announces the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs’ (WDVA) investment of $25,000 in ICAA’s Supportive Services for
Veteran Families (SSVF) program.  

This investment will support homeless and at-risk-of-becoming-homeless veterans and their
families with items such as gas cards, vehicle repairs, phones/phone cards, utility payments and
household/personal care items needed as they work towards self-sufficiency.  In 2021 SSVF
assisted 105 Veterans and their family members avoid homelessness or obtain housing.  207 rent,
deposit, utility, moving expense, and emergency payments were made on their behalf.

Did You See?

Jackson, MI - Two staff members of Community Action Agency of
Jackson County (CAAJLH) have been named to statewide advisory
boards. 

Maraia Cochran, who is the breastfeeding peer counselor for the
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program in Lenawee County,
has been appointed to the Michigan WIC Peer Counselor
Development Task Force.  

Codi Benjamin, children's program director has been apppointed to 

Two Community Action Agency Staff Appointed to Statewide Advisory Boards

Maraia Cochran, (left) and Codi
Benjamin (right) from CAA Jackson
Photo courtesy of CAA Jackson County

serve on the Michigan Head Start Association board of directors to promote Head Start programs in
Michigan and at the national level, the release said. Benjamin, in her new role, will serve as the
advocate for the Head Start programs offered by CAA in Jackson and Hillsdale counties.  
 CONGRATULATIONS!    Read more.

Indianhead Community Action Agency Receives Grant to Provide Additional
Support to Homeless, At-risk Veterans, Families

ICAA’s CEO Jennifer Shearer said, “It’s unfortunate those that have served on
our behalf face such significant barriers to many basic needs like housing and
food security. The partnership with WDVA will allow us to work with veterans
in northern Wisconsin to reduce some of these barriers.”

This funding will allow ICAA to expand its services to an additional six
counties.  SSVF’s goal is to help end veteran homelessness by providing case
management and supportive services to low-income Veterans and their 
families.  The program prioritizes the delivery of rapid re-housing services to homeless Veteran
households.  Their additional services include outreach services, peer support services, assistance
obtaining VA benefits, temporary financial assistance that is necessary to stabilize housing,
transportation services, and childcare services as it relates to stabilizing housing.

Veterans Wait Months for Records Needed for Benefits 
Why Veterans Remain at Greater Risk of Homelessness

https://www.indianheadcaa.org/
https://www.caajlh.org/
https://www.lenconnect.com/story/news/local/2023/02/18/community-action-agency-staff-members-statewide-agencies/69912726007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2023/02/27/veterans-records-dd-214-national-archives/11321460002/
https://www.bu.edu/articles/2022/why-veterans-remain-at-greater-risk-of-homelessness/#:~:text=Ex%2Dservice%20members%20have%20long,how%20to%20better%20help%20them.


Brighten Your Day!

This spectacular image of
a snow leopard gazing
out across mountains in
India has been voted the
winner of this year's
Wildlife Photographer of
the Year People's Choice
Award. German
photographer Sascha
Fonseca used a camera
trap to capture the image
of the rarely sighted big
cat at sunset, with a
backdrop of mountains in Photo Credit:  Sascha Fonseca

After the Super Bowl, an army of volunteers with Food Recovery Network was on hand to quickly
and safely transport tons of leftover food to people in need. They really do mean tons -- the
National Football League estimates there could be as much as 140,000 pounds of donatable food
and beverages generated by Super Bowl events. 

Ladakh, northern India. "Photography can connect people to wildlife and encourage them to
appreciate the beauty of the unseen natural world," Fonseca said after her win. "I believe that a
greater understanding of wildlife leads to deeper caring which hopefully results in active support
and greater public interest for conservation."

Making a Difference

WOW!

https://e.newsletters.cnn.com/click?
https://saschafonseca.com/
https://www.foodrecoverynetwork.org/

